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.. The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence ^ddrej^ 

A., . hiinn «^lnw;,hir P^^ If nOt IHCluded 

C^rS (o^TrLlS^^^^ >ssue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed .n due course. 

1 . 12 This communication is responsive to >h» AnoBai Brief md 10-15-99 (Paper No. 12). 

2. K The allowed claim(s) is/are lfi-?3 renumbf^red as claims 1-6. respectivelY. 

3. □ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

4 □ Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(aHd). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

1. □ received. 

2. □ received in Application No. (Series Code / Serial Number). . 

3' □ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received 


5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 1 19(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
?HREE MONTHS FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office Action. Failure to timely comply wil result in 
ABANDONMEN^T of this application. Extensions of time may be available underthe provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

fi n Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why 
®- Te oSth^r decfaratiT^^^^ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

7 □ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) □ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be infomial. 

(b) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(c) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed which has been approved by the examiner. 

(d) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on ^^^J^^^'Jfl'^^J^^*"^ 
drawings^ The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official 

Draftsperson. 

8 □ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 

ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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EXAMINER'S COMMENT/AMENDMENT 

In accordance with the filing of the Notice of Appeal and Appeal Brief (Paper Nos. 1 1 
and 12, respectively), claim 24 has been cancelled. In the Advisory action (Paper No. 10) mailed 
June 27, 1999, upon the filing of a Notice of Appeal and Appeal Brief, the amendment 
(amendment D; Paper No. 9) would be entered. That amendment cancelled claim 24. 
To reiterate for clarity, however: 
^aim 24 has been cancelled in its entirety. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



After reconsideration of the Applicants' arguments, the Examiner feels that the invention as 
claimed in claims 18-23 define over the art of record. More particularly, the art of record fails to 
fairly teach, show or suggest, alone or in combination, inter alia, a disc snubber affixed to the 
rigid actuator arm (a term of art), wherein the disc snubber extends along a portion of the 
actuator arm at a thickness greater than the width of the actuator arm to limit deflection of the 
disc. The claimed embodiment is shown in FIGS. 6 and 7. This disc snubber minimizes contact 
between the rigid actuator arm and the disc. As argued by the Applicant, the rigid actuator arm 
to which the disc snubber is affixed and along which the snubber extends, is not in any way 
related to the conventional flexible suspension that extends from the rigid actuator arm. 


Application/Control Number: 09/1 14,956 
Art Unit: 2754 


Page 3 


Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Klimowicz whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3452. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:30AM-5 :00PM), 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stuart S. Levy can be reached on (703) 308-1295. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-9051 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-9051 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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